
Guidelines Must Be Reviewed Prior to 
Deferring or Taking a Sentence Under 
Advisement (§§ 18.2-251, 18.2-258.1, 
19.2-298.02, and 19.2-303.6)

The 2023 General Assembly passed House Bill 2019, which 

court plans to defer disposition (as authorized by § 18.2-251, 

18.2-258.1, 19.2-298.02, or 19.2-303.6.). Under § 19.2-298.01 

to be reviewed in all felony cases, other than Class 1 felonies. 

cases.  The court must review and consider the suitability of the 

or deferring disposition as authorized by §§ 18.2-251, 18.2-

258.1, 19.2-298.02, or 19.2-303.6. The court must state for the 

record that such review and consideration were made and the 

completed cover sheet and worksheets are then made a part 

of the record of the case and open  for inspection. The 2023 

Guidelines forms to the Commission in cases resulting in a 

deferred disposition. 

The Virginia Crime Code (VCC) is Modified to 
Reflect a Violation of a Deferred Disposition/
Sentence.  (§§ 18.2-251, 18.2-258.1, 
19.2-298.02 and19.2-303.6 

The Virginia Crime Codes (VCC)  system utilizes a number of 

case characteristics. The letters “A” (Attempt) and “C” (Conspir-

297.1 (Virginia’s “three-strikes” statute). 

What’s New in 2023 

under § 19.2-297.1.

convictions that are the result of violations of the conditions of 

deferred dispositions (as authorized in §§ 18.2-251, 18.2-258.1, 

19.2-298.02, or 19.2-303.6).  The eighth character position is 

the crime after failing to satisfy the terms and conditions of a 

deferred disposition. This designation of deferred disposition fail-

ures must be used in all criminal justice data systems that use 

the VCCs and would make the circumstances of the conviction 

clear to all criminal justice stakeholders.

Example:

NAR-3022-F5

NAR-3022-D5

following failure on deferred disposition.  The old VCCs for 

D = Violation of a Deferred Disposition (§§ 18.2-251, 

 18.2-258.1, 19.2-298.02, and 19.2-303.6)

(§ 18.2-29)

§ 18.2-67.5:2)


